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Wingerworth Parish Council    Annual Report

Coun Eric Gilson, Chair of Wingerworth Parish
Council, outlines how the local authority has 
risen to the challenge posed by the pandemic

N a year dominated by the pandemic, the Parish
Council has worked hard throughout the crisis to

engage and support the local community by:
• Launching a new Parish Council website and increasing its
social media presence on Facebook and Instagram, to keep
residents informed during the crisis.
• Adapting to holding meetings remotely. This allowed
Parish Council business to continue uninterrupted by the
crisis and, more recently, introduced the live-streaming of
meetings to increase engagement and transparency.
• Supporting local groups with a reduction in fees. Moreover,
the tennis courts, when
Covid restrictions
allowed, have been open
free to all via a booking
system. The Parish
Council would like to
thank Wingerworth
Tennis Club for providing
a booking system which
has allowed residents to
book the courts and play
in a safe environment.
Indeed, throughout the
summer, it was very
noticeable how much the
courts were being used.  

Adjacent to the tennis
courts, the Parish Council
supported Wingerworth
Bowling Club with match-
funding for the cost of
installing hot water and
sanitising stations. This
allowed the club to
reopen safely.

The two local junior
football clubs, WJSA and
Tupton Ivanhoes, have
both taken up the free-to-
use offer, for training and
the playing of matches, on the two Council football pitches:
Deer Park and the Adlington Estate.  

For others, however, it was unfortunate that many of 
the regular annual village events had to be cancelled, 
but the commemoration for VE Day 75 was held and the
Parish Council’s thanks for their support in that event 
are extended to Coun Diana Ruff and Coun Cecilia Harper.

Led by Coun Anne Knyhynyckyj, the Community

Engagement Committee introduced a scheme to recognise
the much-valued contribution from local people, who have
offered their services to support the vulnerable members of
our community.  

This has proved successful and will become an on-going
scheme. One such group of individuals who merit our
gratitude is the Volunteer Footpath Group, led by Mike
Simms and David Selkirk, whose team maintain the 42
footpaths in the village. In particular, their clearance of the
flooded paths in and around Deer Park has been much
appreciated by parents and children going to and from Deer
Park School.  

Looking forward, the Parish Council is engaged with 
NE Derbyshire District Council and Derbyshire County
Council to examine initiatives to find a long-term solution to
mitigate the flooding of the paths around Deer Park.  

Led by Coun Hodgson, the Facilities and Premises Group
has worked hard on a

number of initiatives to
enhance facilities around
the village.

To cope with the ever-
increasing problem of
litter, three new recycling
bins are due to installed
at each of the parks. The
parks will also benefit
from the installation of
additional seating in early
summer.  

A new contract has been
arranged to manage and
protect our tree stock, to
remove dead or diseased
trees with the proviso of a
one-for-one replacement.
Work on the copse area
on Deer Park has begun to
re-wild the area to
encourage natural
wildlife.  More green
initiatives around the
three parks are planned
for the coming year.

A sub-group is
examining how the

Pavilion could be
refurbished to provide a much wider and better used facility
for the community.   

The proposed refurbishment of the Parish Hall is still on-
going. It is hoped that a decision will be forthcoming in the
near future. 

Sadly, the report of incidents of speeding within the 
village has become a problem, so much so that three local
volunteers have come forward to complete the first stage 
of training to participate in a Community Speedwatch
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Membership and attendance
ESPITE a challenging year and having to quickly adapt
to holding meetings virtually due to the pandemic, the

average attendance of members for the year was 97%,
which was a significant increase on the previous year; 87%. 

Coun Diana Ruff (Chair) (HW) 100%
Coun Eric Gilson  (Chair) 100%

Coun Pat Antcliff (W) 67%
Vacancy (A) 0%

Coun Frank Adlington-Stringer (HW 100%
Coun Kevin Broughton 100%

Coun Michael Hardman (L) 100%
Coun Cecilia Harper 91%
Coun Pat Coleman 100%

Coun Anne Knyhynyckyj 100%
Coun Helen Nelms 100%
Coun Ian Eames 100%

Coun David Hancock (A) 100%
Coun Craig Hodgson (Vice Chair) 100%

Coun Trevor Collins 82%
Coun Ross Shipman (W) 100%

Average members’ attendance 97%

   May 2021
Scheme. The completion of their second stage has
been deferred until the current pandemic restrictions
are relaxed. 

A new Climate Change Working Group has been
formed, to encourage and inform residents and
businesses on how we can all contribute to reducing
our collective carbon footprint.  

Financially, a comprehensive review of the Parish
Council’s expenditure has been undertaken to
identify areas for reduction. The outcomes of the
review will be enacted in 2021-22, to ensure the
Parish Council continues to provide the best service
and the best value for residents.  

Two new Parish Council members have been
welcomed on board: Couns Frank Adlington-Stringer
and Ross Shipman. 

The Parish Council gained the ‘Visit England Good 
to Go’ mark. This is a UK-wide industry standard and
consumer mark, to reassure our customers that the
business of the Parish Council adheres to
Government and Public Health guidance.

Quality Status  
In addition, the Parish Council gained ‘Quality

Status’ in The Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS).
This award demonstrates that a council achieves
good practise in governance, community engagement
and council improvement. Quality councils go above
and beyond their legal obligations, leading their
communities and continuously seeking opportunities
to improve and develop even further.

On a personal level and on behalf of my fellow
councillors, I would like to:

Thank Charlotte Taylor, our Clerk to the Council, for
her tireless contribution especially through this
difficult year. Charlotte has been a bulwark in
supporting the business of the Parish Council. This
was recognised by her receipt of the 2020 Highly
Commended Award from the Derbyshire Association
of Local Councils.

Thank the Parish Council staff who have had to cope
with the difficulties of managing facilities particularly
within the Parish Hall, to ensure all the Covid
guidance provided by Government has been adhered
to, and therefore when permitted, allowed the Hall to
be open to user groups.  

It should be noted that the Council’s long-standing
booking clerk, Janet Hutchings, retired in February
and we wish her and her husband, Chris, a long and
happy retirement near to their family in the West
Country.  

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow councillors
in their support for me when I took over from Coun

Dina Ruff earlier in the year, and in their dedicated 
and continued support to our community of
Wingerworth.

Please keep safe. 

HE Clerk
commented 

on income received
which was
£254,181 against 
a budget of
£223,163.

Expenditure stood
at £198,845 
against a 12-month
budget of £223,350,
so the total
expenditure would
be within budget to
the tune of about
£25,000. This means
an overall surplus
for the 
year, due to the
Parish Council
budgeting a loan
repayment for the Parish Hall refurbishment works which didn’t
commence in this year.

Capital expenditure at the end of the year was just short of
£29,000. The majority of the expenditure was related to the
Parish Hall project for professional services.

The Parish Council received a £10,000 business support grant
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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