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Wingerworth Parish Council

Wingerworth Parish
Council chair, Coun
Diana Ruff (pictured),
reflects on the 
year May 2019 
– April 2020

AY, 2019, saw the start of a new four-year term for
Wingerworth Parish Council. 

Following the parish elections, the make-up of the council
comprised nine established members, plus five new members.
Sadly, Coun Colin Berry passed away unexpectedly in December,
triggering the need for an election for his vacant seat. However,
due to the Coronavirus issues, this election is now postponed until
further notice.

Along with the normal council work, 
the Refurbishment Team, led by Coun
Kevin Broughton, has produced the final
design for the refurbishment of the Parish
Rooms, along with the ‘Schedule of
Works’.

The planning application for this task has
now been approved, with the next stage
being to finalise the Business Plan to be
put forward to the Public Loans Board. My
thanks to Coun Eric Gilson with special
acknowledgement to Charlotte Taylor, our
clerk, for the amount of extra work she
has put into this project.

However, this next stage will, of course,
now be reliant on how other outside 
bodies are working because of the

Coronavirus situation.
In May, 2019, the council held its first “information stall” at the

Community Fun Day. This proved to be popular with residents, and
we now hope to continue this exercise in future events.

June brought the annual invitation to visit the allotments; and
once again, despite some ground drainage issues, the plots
continue to be well maintained. The year has seen growing interest
in having a plot on the site, which has led to there now being a
healthy waiting list.

July brought an invitation from the Bowls Club for parish
councillors to join them for a “friendly roll-up game” and
refreshments.  A good time was had by all present.

This group is one of the most successful in Wingerworth, and

members continue to both manage and maintain the bowling green
to a high standard.

The start of August saw the annual Well Dressing / Scarecrow
Event take place. My thanks go to Anne and Nick Knyhynyckyj and
their team for another great display.  

The second Alternative Flower Show took place on the same
Saturday, with a growing number of entries. Hopefully this added
interest will become a future trend.  

We also introduced activities for children as part of the day and
these proved very popular. My thanks to Nicola Fuller for not only
organising this, but also for supplying the equipment.

Again, my thanks to everyone involved in making these events
happen.

With the 2019 October half-term holidays approaching, the
Council, working with the Tennis Club, agreed to leave the courts
unlocked and available to all to use, free of charge. This proved to
be very popular and talks are now underway with the Tennis Club,
for similar schemes in future holiday times. 

As a new initiative, the council held a trial period of Open
Surgeries for the public, held in September and October. Sadly, just
three members of the public attended any of the surgeries. Based
on this poor take-up, it was agreed that the council would review
holding any further surgeries in the new year.

Last September we held our Annual Flower and Produce Show.
This show just continues to go from strength to strength. This
event has always been driven by Colin Berry, his enthusiasm and
commitment knowing no bounds. We aim to continue to holding this
event, in honour of Colin.

On November 11th, the council held its Remembrance Day
Service, which again was well attended. My thanks to everyone
involved on the day, and to Cecilia Harper for organising the event.
Later that month we held our Craft Fair. Plenty of familiar stall
holders were joined by new ones. 

This proves to be a very popular event in the council’s calendar.

Once again my thanks to all involved.
In December, the council took part in the Christmas Tree Festival

at All Saints Church. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Richard Fuller for his help in decorating the tree.

During the year, we had new play equipment installed at
Chartwell Park, with funding for this project coming from ‘106
monies’. The council continues to liaise with the Friends of
Wingerworth Parks, and this group has agreed to purchase two
new benches for Chartwell Park.

The council continues to support local groups; these range from
the local Scouts troop, the Community Fun Day and the Carol
Concert, etc.

Annual report to electors

Coun Colin Berry
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One of the village’s 2019 well dressings
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Wingerworth Parish Council

N normal times, Wingerworth Parish Council meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month at the Parish Hall. No face-to-face meetings are currently being held

due to the Coronavirus epidemic.

To contact the Parish Council, telephone Charlotte Taylor, Clerk to the Council, on 07834 390171, 

or write to her at: 36 Hawksley Avenue, Chesterfield, S40 4TW.  You can also email her at

clerk@wingerworthparishcouncil.gov.uk or visit the website at www.wingerworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Financial report
HE Parish Council’s Financial Results for the year
2019/20:

The Clerk commented on recurrent income received
which was £185,502, against a budget of £183,327. 

The recurrent expenditure stood at £167,231, against a
12-month budget of £182,740, so the total expenditure
would be within budget to the tune of about £15,000. 

This means an overall surplus for the year, mainly due to
reduced costs on administration, staffing and facilities
with recent upgrades to two of the three council-
maintained play areas.

Capital expenditure at the end of the year was just above
£61,000, which included over £27,275 on the project to
reinstall play equipment and benches at Chartwell Park,
£31,945 on the parish hall project and £1,830 on a new
shelter at the Bowls Club.

The council has received nearly £25,000 in grants from
the LEADER fund to replace the play equipment at
Chartwell Park.

Attendance record
TOTAL of ten monthly meetings of the parish
council took place during 2019/20. 

The average attendance of members for the year was
87%, an increase on the previous year’s 83%.  
Coun Diana Ruff (Chair) (Possible 10, Actual 10,
Percentage 100); Coun Eric Gilson (Vice-Chair) (9-10-90)
Coun Pat Antcliff (5-10-50); Coun Colin Berry (7-7-100);
Coun Kevin Broughton (10-10-100); Coun Michael Hardman
(9-10-90); Coun Cecilia Harper (8-10-800; Coun Pat
Coleman (10-10-100); Coun Anne Knyhynyckyj (7-10-70);
Coun Helen Nelms (9-10-90); Coun Ian Eames (9-10-90);
Coun David Hancock (6-10-60); Coun Craig Hodgson (10-
10-100); Coun Trevor Collins (10-10-100).

On behalf of the council l would like to take this opportunity to
thank Anne and Peter Rhodes, for once again organising the
sponsorship for our beautiful Christmas Tree and include our
thanks to all of our sponsors. We are very grateful for their
continued support.

In December, as part of our Community Engagement programme
and working with Karen Laird, Care Co-ordinator (who works 
from the local doctors’ practice) we were instrumental in the 
setup of the Carer’s Café. This meeting has grown from strength 
to strength, and is held at the Parish Rooms on a monthly 
basis.

Once again our continued thanks to Mike Sims and David Selkirk
with their merry band of volunteers who look after our 42
footpaths. Their hard work does not go un-noticed. Mike and David
always have a warm welcome for new volunteers.

We have now moved on from just having an annual “litter pick” to
having several throughout the year. Our thanks again go to Mike
Sims for organising the troops, also to Charlotte, our clerk, who
organises the necessary equipment. 

The volunteers equally deserve a huge ‘thank you’!  It never
ceases to amaze myself and many others, what people will just
dump in our beautiful countryside!

Before l close my report, l would like to thank our support staff
for their continued hard work in maintaining our parks and
premises, also our booking clerk, Jan Hutchings.

That just leaves one person on the staff to say a huge thank you
to, and that is our clerk, Charlotte Taylor. Not only has she had her
normal work load to contend with, but she has also been the main
‘conduit’ for dealing with the refurbishment programme! No easy
task, l may add!

I am sure that all council members will join me in thanking her
for her continuing hard work.

Finally, my thanks go to my fellow council members for their
ongoing commitment and support.

The council will continue to carry out its duties in these
challenging and uncertain times.

Our message to you all is “please continue to follow the guidelines
set out, stay well and stay safe”.
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